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Introduction 
 

We are gathered here tonight, like people all over 
the world at this time of year, to celebrate an 
event that has come to symbolize humanity’s 
passion for justice and freedom—the liberation of 
the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt more than 
3,000 years ago. 
 
Through this celebration tonight, we honor the 
liberation of our past with the hope that it will 
inspire us to pursue liberty and justice in all ages.  
As we retell the story of our Jewish ancestors, we 
can take pride in our heritage as survivors.   
 
As we share these stories and customs tonight, 
we remind ourselves that the pursuit of freedom 
demands an ongoing commitment to the themes 
of this seder.  May our rituals lead us to action and 
our customs unite us in faith. 
 
Tonight we remember our journey and we pray for 
all who are still bound by injustice, hatred, 
intolerance and oppression.  Until all are free, 
none are free. 
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Eternal our God, as we begin our seder with the 
lighting of our festival candles, let the light of Your 
Eternal Truth fill our spirits with a passion for the 
pursuit of justice and peace, freedom and 
redemption for all who are oppressed in the world.  
May the light of these candles open our eyes to an 
awareness of Your Presence today and always. 
  

Light the Candles 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, asher 
kidshanu b’mitzvo-tav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel  

(Shabbat v’shel) Yom Tov.   
 

 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the 
Universe, who has sanctified us with commandments 
and has commanded us to light the (Shabbat and) 
festival lights. 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, 
sheh-cheh-chiyanu v’ki-y’manu v’higi-anu 

lazman hazeh. 
 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the 
Universe, who has kept us in life, sustained us, and 
enabled us to reach this joyous season. 
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The first cup of wine 
 

 
Tonight we will drink four cups of wine.  They stand for the four 
promises of redemption recorded in the story of the liberation of 
our people from Egyptian bondage: 

 
       I will bring you out. 
       I will deliver you. 
       I will redeem you with an outstretched arm. 
       I will take you to be my people. 
 

 
On this night long ago, our ancestors listened to the call of 
freedom.  Tonight, that call rings out again, sounding its 
glorious challenge, commanding us to champion the causes of 
the oppressed, the poor, the downtrodden and the weak. 
 
 

Let us raise our cups in gratitude to God that this call can still 
be heard in the land.  Let us give thanks that the love of 
freedom still burns in the hearts of our brothers and sisters.  Let 
us pray that the time will be not distant when all the world will 
be liberated from cruelty, tyranny, hatred, oppression and war. 

 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam,  
bo-ray, p’ri hagofen. 

 
 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe who 
created fruit from the vine. 
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Karpas: Rebirth and Renewal 
 

 
Long before our exodus from Egypt, our ancestors observed 
cycles of renewal in nature.  Drawing meaning from the growth 
and rebirth of springtime which followed the death and decay of 
winter, they found inspiration and reborn hope in the dark 
periods of oppression.   
 
Through the custom of eating fresh greens, we seek to elevate 
our awareness of God’s presence in the ebb and flow of nature. 
We remind ourselves that this festival of freedom is also one that 
celebrates the rebirth of Spring.   
 

(Take some greens and dip them in saltwater) 

 
 

As we dip our greens in salt water, we recall the slavery of our 
ancestors whose lives were marked by sweat and tears.   

 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam  
bo-ray p’ri ha-adamah. 

 

Praised are You, Eternal Our God, Creator of the Universe, who 
creates fruit from the earth. 
 

 
Ya-chatz:  Dividing the Matzah 

(Explain the Afikomen) 
 

    Behold the Matzah, the bread of affliction and 

    oppression that our ancestors ate in haste 
    as they rushed out of Egypt.   
 

Let this matzah remind us of our brothers and sisters who are 
poor and hungry.  Would that they could come and eat with us!  
Would that all who are in need could partake in this Passover 
Feast with us. 
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Let us resolve here tonight to strive unceasingly for that blessed 
day when all will share equally in the joy of Passover—when 
poverty will be no more, when all people will enjoy freedom, 
justice and peace. 

 
(Alternate Readings Between Men and Women) 

 
We dedicated ourselves anew to the dream and hope of 
freedom, the dream and hope that has filled our hearts from the 
time our ancestors went forth from Egypt.   
 

People have suffered and nations have struggled to make 
this dream come true.  Now we dedicate ourselves to this 
age-old quest for freedom.   

 

Though the sacrifice is great and the hardships many, we shall 
not rest until the chains that enslave all people are broken. 
 

But the freedom we strive for means more than broken 
chains.  It means liberation from all those enslavements that 
warp the spirit and blight the mind, that destroy the soul 
even though they leave the flesh alive, for slavery comes in 
many forms. 

 

We can be enslaved to ourselves.  When we allow self- 
destructive behaviors to control us.  When laziness or 
cowardice keep us from doing what we know to be right. When 
envy, bitterness and jealousy sour our joys and darken the 
brightness of contentment. 
 

We can be enslaved by poverty and inequality.  When fear 
and need lead us to dishonesty and violence.   

 

We can be enslaved by intolerance.  When prejudgments of 
others prevent us from recognizing their full potential.  When 
fear of others places boundaries between us. 
 

How deeply these enslavements have scarred the world!  
The wars, the destruction, the suffering, the waste!   
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Pesach calls us to be free, free from the tyranny of our own 
selves, free from the enslavement of poverty and inequality, free 
from the corroding hate that eats away the ties which unite 
humanity. 
 

Pesach calls upon us to put an end to slavery!   
Pesach cries out in the name of God, “Let my people go!”  
Pesach summons us to freedom.   
 

The Four Children 
  In every generation, we should experience  
  the Exodus as if we ourselves had just 
  been liberated from Egypt along with the 
  Jews of that time.  For it is written, “You   
  shall tell your child on that day, This is  
  what God did to liberate me from Egypt.“  

 

For God did not only liberate our ancestors, but us, as their 
descendants, as well.  The Talmud teaches us that when you 
destroy a single life, it is as if you have destroyed an entire 
world.  Likewise, when you save or liberate a single life, it is as if 
you have freed an entire world.   
 

According to tradition, there are four types of children: the wise, 
the wicked, the simple and the one who does not even know 
what questions to ask.   
 

The wise child asks: “What can I learn from the experience of my 
ancestors that is relevant to our struggles for liberation today?”  
This child applies the lessons of the past to the present. 
 

The wicked child asks: “What does this ancient tribal rite have to 
do with me?”  This child is alienated from the struggles of the 
past and is not able to apply its lessons to the present. 
 

The simple child asks:  “What is all this about anyway?”   This 
child is naïve and unable to comprehend what is going on. 
 

Finally, the child who does not know what to ask must be 
inspired through the joys of the rituals we share in order to begin 
to feel part of our people and our story.   
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The Four Questions 
 

In Judaism, we stimulate learning by encouraging questioning.   

Mah nishtana ha-lai-la ha-zeh mi-kol ha-lay-lot?  
 

She-b’chol ha-laylot ah-nu ochlin chamaytz oomatzah.  Ha-lai-la hazeh 
kulo matzah. 

 

She-b’chol halaylot ah nu ochlin sh’aar y’rakot.  Ha-lai-la hazeh ma-ror. 
 

She-b’chol halaylot ayn anu mat-bee-lin a-feelu pa-am echad.  Ha-lai-la 
hazeh sh’tay p’amim. 
 

She-b’chol halaylot anu ochlin bayn yoshvin u-vayn m’su-been.  Ha-lai-
la hazeh kulanu m’subeen. 

 
 

Why is this night different from all other nights? 
 

1. On all other nights, we eat leavened bread or matzah; on 
this night we eat only matzah. 

 

2. On all other nights, we eat all kinds of herbs, but on this 
night, we eat bitter herbs. 

 

3. On all other nights, we do not dip our food even once, but on 
this night we dip twice. 

 

4. On all other nights, we eat either sitting or reclining, but on 
this night we eat reclining. 
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Magid: Retelling the Story of Passover 
 

Indeed, this night is very different from all the other nights of the 
year.  Tonight we celebrate and sanctify, rejoice and rededicate, 
question and learn.  As we retell the story of our past, we enable 
ourselves to answer many questions for today and for the future 
of our faith.   With story and song, we now set out to retell the 
journey of our people from slavery to freedom. 
 

 

The Story 
 

The Torah tells us that God commanded Abraham to leave his 
home and go to the land of Canaan.  Abraham obeyed God’s 
command and journeyed to this new, strange land with his wife, 
Sarah.  
 

In Canaan, God promised Abraham and Sarah that their 
children would become a great nation.  God then made this 
same promise to Isaac and Rebecca and to Jacob, Rachel and 
Leah. 
 

A great famine forced Jacob and his family to move to Egypt.  
In Egypt, they became known as the Israelites, and for many 
years they were able to live in peace. 
 

These peaceful years were shaped by a generation that 
respected the leadership and vision of Joseph, the favored son 
of Jacob.  Joseph had a gift.  He could interpret dreams, and 
when he successfully interpreted Pharaoh's dream, Joseph was 
rewarded with great power in the Land of Egypt. 
   

Many years later, a new Pharaoh came to power.  This new 
Pharaoh did not know Joseph.  He was extremely suspicious of 
the Israelites and their presence in Egypt.  Fearful of their 
growing population, this new Pharaoh ordered the killing of all 
male Jewish children at birth.   

 

In defiance of this decree, a simple Israelite family 
decided to hide their baby boy.  The baby’s name was 
Moses. Moses’ mother and sister placed Moses in a 
basket and floated it down the Nile.   
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Pharaoh's daughter found the basket, adopted the baby, and 
raised him as her own.  Thus, Moses grew up in the palace of 
Pharaoh.   
 

As he got older, he observed the harsh treatment of the Hebrew 
slaves, which angered him deeply.  One day, Moses saw a 
slave being beaten.  Driven by his anger, Moses killed the slave 
master and was forced to flee.   
 

In the wilderness of Midian, Moses met a nice family.  He 
married the eldest daughter, Tzipporah, and became a 
shepherd. 
 

One day, while tending his flock, Moses noticed a 
burning bush.  Oddly, while the bush was burning, 
the flames were not consuming its leaves and 
branches.  Suddenly, Moses heard a voice 
coming from the flames.  The voice was the voice 
of God.  God instructed Moses to return to Egypt 
and demand the freedom of the Hebrew slaves. 

 
Pharaoh, Pharaoh,  
Oh baby – let my people go (2 x) 
 

A burning bush told me the other day 
that I should come to Egypt and say: 
“It’s time to let my people be free. 
Listen to God if you won’t listen to me.” 
 

Well, me and my people were going to the Sea 
with Pharaoh’s best army coming after me. 
Took my staff -- put it in the sand 
and all of God’s people walked on dry land 
 

Well, Pharaoh’s army was a-comin’ to 
so what do you think that God did do? 
Had me take my staff and clear my throat,  
and all of Pharaoh’s army did the dead man’s float.. 
 

Well, that’s the story of the stubborn goat. 
Pharaoh should have known that chariots don’t float. 
The lesson is simple and it’s easy to find. 
When God says “Go!” – You better mind. 
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The Plagues 
 

Our freedom from Egypt was a great moment in our history as 
a people, but our freedom came with a price.   
 

     Many Egyptians lost their lives.   
 

As we celebrate the joys of freedom, we sing, laugh, eat and 
drink.  But we remember too on this night, that not all people 
are free.  We are also disheartened that our joy caused sorrow 
and death to our enemies.   
 

     Therefore, tonight we diminish some of our joy by removing  
     a drop of wine from our wine cups for each of the plagues.  
 

(Remove a drop of juice from your cup for each plague) 

   
BLOODBLOODBLOOD   

   

FROGSFROGSFROGS   
   

LICELICELICE   
   

WILD BEASTSWILD BEASTSWILD BEASTS   
   

CATTLE DISEASECATTLE DISEASECATTLE DISEASE   
   

BOILSBOILSBOILS   
   

HAILHAILHAIL   
   

LOCUSTSLOCUSTSLOCUSTS   
   

DARKNESSDARKNESSDARKNESS   
   

DEATH OF THE DEATH OF THE DEATH OF THE    
FIRST BORNFIRST BORNFIRST BORN   
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Da-yei-nu 
 

Dayenu is a song of gratitude.  The Hebrew word means “It 
would have been sufficient.”   
 

We say“Da-yei-nu” to emphasize how any single one of 
God’s gifts alone would have been enough for us and 
how grateful we are for all of God’s gifts. 

 

If God had just given us Torah, but not brought us to the land of 
Israel. . .   
 

     Da-yei-nu. . . it would have been enough! 
 

If God had just brought us out of Egypt, but not given us 
Shabbat. . .  
 

     Da-yei-nu. . .  it would have been enough! 
 

If God had just given us Shabbat, but not given us Torah. . . 
 

     Da-yei-nu. . .  it would have been enough! 
 

With gratitude, we sing in celebration as we thank God for all 
the blessings in our lives: 
 

For our health, our family, our freedom, and our right to 
live freely as Jews. 

Ilu hotzi hotzi anu  

hotzti anu mi-mitztraim (2 x).   

Dayenu 

 
Ilu natan natan lanu  

natan lanu et haShabbat (2 x).   

Dayenu 

 
Ilu natan natan lanu  

natan lanu et haTorah (2 x).   

Dayenu 
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Second Cup of Wine 
 

The second cup of wine is the cup of identity.  We drink it 
to celebrate the survival of the Jewish people through 
centuries of persecution.  We remember how, in Egypt, 
even under the pressures of destructive forces of 
slavery, we retained our integrity as a people.   

 

We drink this cup in memory of all our Jewish men and women 
who fought for freedom from oppression throughout the 
generations, from the days of the Exodus through the Holocaust 
and right up to the present day.   
 

Our challenge this year and every year is to feel the Exodus, to 
open the gates of time and become one with those who crossed 
the Sea from slavery to Freedom. 
 

Our challenge this year and every year is to know the Exodus 
and behold all this in every land who have not yet made the 
crossing. 
 

As we lift up our second cup of wine, we pledge ourselves to 
learn from our past as we seek to pursue freedom for every 
generation to come. 

 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam,  
bo-ray, p’ri hagofen. 

 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe who 
created fruit from the vine. 

 

 
 

The Three Symbols of Passover 
 
 

Symbols are rich legacies passed down to us from one 
generation to the next.  They stand to represent meaning, 
memories, ideas and values.   
 

     Symbols enrich our lives and add depth, meaning and value   
     to the length of our days.   
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With regard to the symbols of Passover, Rabbi Gamliel taught:  
“All who have not explained the significance of three central 
symbols of Passover have not truly fulfilled the purpose of the 
Seder. These symbols are:  “Pesach,” “Matzah” and “Maror.” 
 

     Let us now consider these three symbols  together. 
 
 

What is the meaning of the Pesach? 
 

The Pesach is the lamb that our ancestors ate in the days of the 
Temple.  Why did we used to eat it and why do we today have a 
lamb bone on our Seder plate? 
 

To remind us that God passed over the houses of our 
ancestors during the final plague upon Egypt. 

 
 

What is the meaning of Matzah? 
 

Matzah is the unleavened bread, the bread of our affliction.  It 
reminds us of the fact that when opportunities for freedom arise, 
haste is of the essence.  In eating Matzah each year, we remind 
ourselves of our story recounted in the Torah: 
 

The Torah says: “They baked unleavened cakes of dough 
that they had taken out of Epypt, for it did not have time to 
rise, since they had been driven out of Egypt and could not 
delay.”  (Ex. 12:39) 

 
 

(Take a piece of Matzah) 
 

We raise the matzah and recite the blessing for bread.  Before 
we eat, we must also recite the special blessing for matzah. 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam  
hamotzi lechem min ha-aretz. 

 

 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe, who 
brings us bread from the earth. 
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Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam asher k’dishanu 
b’mitzvotov v’tzivanu al achilat matzah 

 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe, who 
has sanctified us with the commandments and has commanded 
us to eat unleavened bread. 
 
  
 What is the meaning of Maror? 
 

Why do we eat bitter herbs at our Passover meal?  To remind 
ourselves that the Egyptians embittered the lives of our 
ancestors.  
 

The Torah says:  “They embittered their lives with hard 
labor, with mortar and bricks and with all sorts of field labor.  
Whatever the task, they worked them ruthlessly.”  (Ex. 12:39) 

 
(Take a Piece of Maror) 

 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam  
asher k’dishanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al achilat maror. 

 
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe, who 
has sanctified us with the commandments and has commanded 
us to eat bitter herbs. 

 
Korech: The “Hillel Sandwich” 

 

Rabbi Hillel has been responsible for many of our traditions.  It 
was his idea to mix the bitter with the sweet, as we take 
horseradish and haroset together to remember that the sweet 
taste of freedom came only after the bitterness of slavery. 
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     Festive Meal and Afikoman  
    

Our festive meal is now served, but it cannot be complete without 
eating the affikoman at the conclusion of our dinner.  Here is a 
meditation on the meaning of the custom of hiding the afikomen. 
 

Pesach is a holiday celebrating our reunion with the lost parts of 
ourselves.  Often hiding and separation are essential stages in our 
life.  In the story of the Exodus both Moses and God hide.  Moses 
is hidden from Pharaoh, and God is hidden until  the burning bush.  
As we play hide and seek with the afikomen, may we learn to 
discover the lost parts of ourselves and become reconciled with 
those aspects in our lives which prevent us from feeling whole. 

 

Grace After Meal 
 

Sovereign God of the universe, we praise You: Your goodness sustains the world. 

You are the God of grace, love, and compassion, the Source of bread for all who 

live, for Your love is everlasting. In Your great goodness we need never lack for 

food; You provide food enough for all. We praise You, O God, Source of food for 

all who live.  
 

 
Chaveirai n'vareich! 
Y'hi shem Adonai m'vorach  
mei-atah v'ad olam. 
Y'hi shem Adonai m'vorach  
me-atah v'ad olam.  
Birshut hachevrah, n'vareich 
Eloheinu she-achalnu mishelo. 
Baruch Eloheinu she-achalnu  
mishelo uv'tuvo chayinu.  
Baruch Eloheinu she-achalnu  
mishelo uv'tuvo chayinu.  
Baruch hu uvaruch sh'mo. 
 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu 
Melech haolam, hazan et 
haolam kulo b'tuvo, b'chein 
b'chesed uv'rachamim.  
Hu notein lechem l'chol basar  
ki l'olam chasdo. Uv'tuvo 
hagadol tamid lo chasar 
lanu, v'al yechsar lanu,  
mazon l'olam va-ed, baavur 
sh'mo hagadol. Ki hu El zan 
um'farneis lakol umeitiv lakol,  
umeichin mazon l'chol b'riyotav 
asher bara. Baruch atah 
Adonai, hazan et hakol. 
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The Third Cup of Wine 
 

The third cup is the cup of liberation. We know that the story of 
the Exodus is a powerful inspiration not only for Jews, but for all 
who must fight to liberate themselves from injustice.  Our history 
links us to all of humanity, and we know that freedom for any 
single individual cannot be fully realized until freedom for all is 
attained.   
 

The third cup of wine celebrates our vision of a fully liberated 
world.  We celebrate our connection with all who strive to 
make that vision a reality. 
 

We raise our cups together: 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam,  
bo-ray p’ri hagofen. 

 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe who 
creates fruit from the vine. 

 

Elijah’s Cup 
 

We open the door to Elijah the Prophet as we sing hopefully of 
his coming.  Our tradition tells us that when Elijah comes, he will 
bring the Messiah and an age of peace for all people. 
 

Because Elijah helped the poor and the sick in his day, our 
tradition teaches that he returns to earth from time to time to 
help those in need.  Elijah represents hope to people who 
long for freedom. 

 

We now sing together as we hope that the day will come soon 
when Elijah will return and the world will be one and at peace. 
That would make us ready for a Utopian or Messianic age. 
 

 

Elihayu hanavi  

Eliyahu haTishbi 

Elihayu Elihayu  

Elihayu haGiladi 
 

Bimhera v’yameinu,  

yavo eleinu 

Im Mashiach ben David (2x) 
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Hallel: Songs of Joy 
 
 
 

 
All songs for Hallel May be found in the back of this Haggadah 

 
 

Fourth Cup of Wine 
The Cup of Hope 

 

On this night of sacred memory and joyous 
celebration, we call to heart and mind our brothers 
and sisters who find themselves in danger and 
distress at this season. As we prepare to enjoy this 
final cup together, we must remember the central 
lesson of this seder: until all are free, none are free. 

 

Our redemption is not yet complete, but as we raise the final 
cup of wine in remembrance of the fourth promise of 
redemption, our hearts beat strong with hope.  May all that we 
have shared together tonight, compel us to lay the foundations 
for a better world through the works of our hands and the 
dedication of our hearts. 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam,  
bo-ray, p’ri hagofen. 

 

Praised are You, Eternal our God, Creator of the Universe who 
created fruit from the vine. 
 

This Seder is now finished. 
Its prayers and songs heard. 

The one wish remaining 
Is the fulfillment of God’s word. 

 
 
 
 

 

L’shanah Haba-ah B’y’rushalayim 
Next Year in Jerusalem! 

 


